
A Year in Review
2022-2023



Who We Are

The Arc of Pennsylvania promotes the 
human rights of people with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and actively supports their 
full inclusion and participation in the 
community throughout their lifetimes. 





74 years of 
Advocacy

Covering 50 
Counties in PA



Archives Project
Historical Archives Records 
Care Grant will enable the 
preservation and assessment 
of historical documents and 
artifacts from The Arc of PA’s 
74 years of work and 
advocacy in Pennsylvania to 
promote the human rights of 
individuals with IDD.



The Arc of Pennsylvania Initiative 
to Address COVID-19 Health 
Disparities among People with 
Disabilities is actively exploring 
two questions:

• To what extent have we used a disability-
inclusive approach to combat COVID-19?

• To what extent will we use a disability-
inclusive approach to prepare for future 
emergencies?



The Arc of PA’s Department of Health (DOH) Grant

• Held 4 quarterly meetings with 13 Regional Community Work Groups 
totaling over 272 members – representing 36 counties

• Held 4 quarterly meeting with a Statewide Task Force totaling 32 
members - representing 22 organizations, agencies, and health care 
related companies

• Launched 4 English and Spanish radio ads
• Launched COVID-19 e-Learning Module
• Presented to multiple outside groups and agencies
• Selected as a CDC Novel Emerging Practice Evaluation Project



The Arc of PA’s 
DOH Grant

The Statewide 
Leadership Task Force 
released COVID-19 
Health Care Barriers 
among People with 
Disabilities to the public 
on August 23, 2022 in 
English, Spanish, plain 
language, and braille 
upon request.

Articles regarding the report appeared in:
• PennLive
• The Philadelphia Inquirer
• The Tribune-Review
• In-Touch
• Slice of PIE
• Action Alert System
Reaching approximately 8 million subscribers



DOH Digital Media 
Campaign

 7 disability inclusive 
digital ads

 20,225,599 impressions 
delivered

 30,013 Clicks of 
Engagement



Advocacy
in 2022-2023

Closure of PA’s 
State Centers

Living Wage for 
Direct Support 
Professionals (DSP)

Early Intervention 
– Rate Increases

Increasing Special 
Education Funding

Addressing the 
Waiting List



Advocacy
in 2022-2023 continued

Inclusive Education 
for All Employment 1st

Funding for Home 
and Community 
Based Services

Applying the 
Special Education 
Funding Formula

Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder 

Task Force

State Task Force on 
the Right to 
Education

PA Schools Work 
Campaign



Throughout the year, The Arc of PA has participated in press conferences and virtual 
advocacy meetings highlighting the importance of raising the wage for Direct Support 
Professionals

• 18 Meetings with Freshman 
Legislators

• 20 Budget Meetings with 
Appropriation Members

Key Advocacy Issue in 2022-2023



Key Advocacy Issues in 2022-2023 - VOTE



Increasing Special Education Funding – Key Advocacy Issue in 
2022-2023

Collaboration with Pennsylvania Schools Work



The Arc Informs

Facebook – 6093 Followers

Twitter – 1295 Followers

Instagram – 1045 Followers

TikTok (New)- 46 Followers and 
growing



PA 
Message
8399 SUBSCRIBERS



In Touch
BI-WEEKLY ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 
THAT GOES OUT TO ROUGHLY 1,600 
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS



Action Alerts
Circulated Calls to Action on:
 Increasing the wages for Direct Support 

Professional
 Call to Action addressing Governor 

Shapiro
 Call to Action addressing members of the 

General Assembly
 Additional school year for students with 

IDD



Regular 
communication

Zoom Meetings & 
Conference Calls –

Executive 
Directors/Chapter 

Advocates

Virtual Advocacy Technical 
Assistance

Arc Advocate 
Support

New Grant 
Funding 

Opportunities

Support to Local Chapters



Programs 
that Make 

a 
Difference

Include Me School Age

ADEPT

ACRE Training



Include Me School Age –
Build Inclusion Capacity

 Served 21 School Districts

 Reached 1302 through Professional Development

 Reached 7099 through Outreach and Informational 
Activities

 Attended 39 Local Task Forces with 500 Families



16 Books – 4 Age Groups
• 64 Participants 4-8 Years Old 

(picture books)
• 60 Participants 8-12 Years Old 
• 9 Participants 12-17 Years Old 
• 12 Participants 17 Years Old 

and up





ADEPT – Programs that 
Make a Difference

Our ADEPT (Arc Discovery Employment Transition) Program 
provides customized employment training for providers in 
Discovery, Job Development, and Systematic Instruction. The Arc 
also provides this service to individuals through OVR (Office of 
Vocational Rehab) and BSE (Bureau of Special Education) 
funding. Customized Employment matches the individual's skills, 
interests, and talents with the needs of a business.

268 Individuals ACRE Certified 

45 Individuals attending Marc Gold & Associates

36 Public Outreach Events with 2,289 attendees

Job Support
◦ 9 Funded through Bureau of Special Education
◦ 5 Funded through Office of Vocational Rehabilitation



ADEPT

Programs 
that Make a 
Difference!



The Arc of Pennsylvania Partners

Bureau of Early 
Intervention 

Services

Childcare 
Information 

Services

Early Intervention 
Technical 

Assistance

Intermediate 
Units and Local 
School Districts

State and Local 
Intermediate 

Units

Department of 
Human Services

PA Choice PA Schools Work Disability 
Coalitions

Disability 
Transportation 

Alliance

The Arc of United 
States

Local Arc 
Chapters

PA DD Council PA Department of 
Health

PA Department of 
Education

Office of 
Vocational 

Rehabilitation

Disability Rights 
of PA

Provider 
Organizations



Thank You to The Arc of Pennsylvania’s

Board of Directors

Chapter Executives and Presidents

State Chapter Staff

Countless Volunteers



Local Chapter Support



Thank 
you!
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